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April 13, 2025 - General Meeting Minutes 

Meeting opened: 10:00 am 

Attendance 

Ray Baines, Daryl Miller, Ken Hope, David Morgan, Ash Plank, Dan McEwan, Leigh Gray, Mike Smit, 
Geoff Jenkins, Peter Love, Graham Norris, Doug Woodcock, John Bowdern, Peter Lambert, Paul Kaye, 
Lionel Kaye 

Apologies: Trevor Theodore, Andy McCallum, Bruce Mondientz, Peter Briggs, Geoff Jenkins, Robert 
Goubitz, John Fergusson 

Minutes of previous meeting 

Were Emailed to all members and posted on club website 

Business arising from previous meeting 

Nil 

President’s Report: Moved by Doug and Seconded by Mike Smit 

 Good morning and thank you for attending today’s General Meeting. 

 Today’s meeting was pushed back a week to allow for the Warbirds event to run last weekend, 
but adverse weather had me cancel the hosting of the event. The reason was to protect against 
potential damage to our access road, car park, and waterlogged western end of the Strip. 

 The installation of our Cameras by Leigh Gray has given instant visibility during these events 
and has allowed us to muster resources without being directly exposed to the events in 
question. 

 Since the ‘Jets over Toowoomba’ event in early February the weather here has gone downhill 
with Tropical Cyclone Alfred along with the weather event from northern Queensland. It’s been 
difficult to find a decent flying day. 

 One of the effects of these weather events has been the damage it has caused to the Pilots Pit 
shade cloth. Many thanks to Graham Norris for having the damaged cloth repaired.  
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 Dennis Cheshire along with John Fergusson have redesigned the Runway side of the shade cloth 
to use steel tubing to secure the Shade Cloth. Many thanks to a handful of members, after the 
repairs to the torn shade cloth has been completed, to have it reinstalled. Hopefully things are 
somewhat back to normal. 

 MAAA recently introduced a new CASA Area Approval process to speed up the application 
process. This introduction was held via a MAAQ TEAMS meeting that our Secretary (John), VP 
(Ray) and myself attended. This was further communicated to the remaining Committee 
Members. 

 As we achieved our Area Approval on Christmas Eve, we will not use the new process until our 
current one expires in 2029 or situations deemed necessary. 

 We have applied for funding under the Club Assistance Scheme to purchase a new mower. 
Results of our application will not be known till after the National conference held in the June 
timeframe. 

 You would have all received an email from Will Parker, the new MAAQ Secretary that covers all 
of this as well as a number of items that hopefully will make life easier for all of us in terms of 
heavy model, Instructor rating etc. if you haven’t read it as yet, I suggest you do so as it will 
hopefully answer any outstanding questions. 

 I want to thank all our members who have continued to help with the mowing and working 
bees to maintain our absolutely wonderful field. The team is always looking for additional 
people to help spread the workload. If you can assist at any time, please speak with Dennis 
Cheshire or Graham Norris. 

 Our CFI is currently in NZ and should be back before our ANZAC Day and Pilots Choice event. In 
the meantime, if you can help new members please do so. 

 The following is something that I feel is easily corrected and shouldn’t need me or others 
constantly repeating and that is: we have an environment in which multiple aircraft operations 
are in progress, be that aircraft are in flight, departing runway or getting ready to take off. 
Please communicate your actions and ensure you get a response. This is a matter of safety for 
you as pilots as well as your aircraft. Please remember respectful communication is key. 
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 I’d like to thank Geoff Jenkins for stepping in as Trainer and helping out in recent times as well 
as Peter Love in helping more experienced members seeking that next step. Thanks Gents. You 
certainly help spread the load with added experience. 

 It was fantastic that our Publicity Officer, John Bowdern was able to get Peter from Channel 7 
to attend the recent Jets over Toowoomba event. The TV coverage was well accepted. One of 
the key takeaways is Peter has committed to attending future events where possible. 

 John has also been able to get news reports published in the ‘On our Selection’ Newspaper that 
covers the local area. They also include our calendar of events within the Districts Calendar. 

 And finally, we recently received the sad news of the passing of one of our members in Ray 
Fairfield who had a fantastic life in Aviation, and a past member in Paul Mann, may both of 
them rest in peace. 

Vice President’s Report: Moved by Ray and Seconded by Ken Hope 

1: Your committee has been working diligently towards the future progress of our club. 

We have made every effort to increase our exposure to the modelling community and general public 
with our membership now standing at 84. 

Working with both the MAAA and MAAQ committees has been a priority and is producing sound 
results. 

2: Recent working bees have been well attended and field maintenance is first class. Thank you to our 
volunteers for your continued support. 

3: Preparation for our ANZAC event is well underway and I would ask all members to come along and 
enjoy the experience.  

Bring along any scale model be it a warbird or classic. 

Volunteers will be needed for various roles during the day.  

I would ask that you please assist us where you can. 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Moved by Graham and Seconded by Mike Smit 
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           Treasurers report as at 13th April 2025

Meeting balance at start of period 1,254.76                 
Undeposited funds

Receipts
Memberships 620.00             
Drinks 37.35               
Sub acc Int 37.01               
Cash for cans 78.20               
Donation 400.00             
Jets 539.90             
Jets 20.00               
MAAQ 500.00             
Donation 100.00             

Total receipts 2,332.46                 

Payments chq no
Phone DD 150.00             
MAAQ DD 270.00             
W'wrths Jets Drinks DD 157.85             
W'wrths Jets DD 283.30             
Aust post DD 159.00             
MetalR US @ Nut and BoltDD 675.57             
K & S Waste water DD 294.00             
NJS Bob Power CanvasDD 160.00             
Treas Reim DD 55.75               
W'worths DD 103.75             
Pacific Feul DD 76.30               

Total Payments 2,385.52                 
Transfer accounts

Ending bank Balance 1,164.69                 
Sub acc 7,052.42                 
Undeposited funds
Cash Float 100.00                    
Treasurers Imprest account 50.00                       
Total cash 8,420.17                 
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Secretary’s Report 

not available at this meeting 

Groundman’s Report 

not available at this meeting 

CFI’s Report: Moved by Trevor and Seconded by Doug Woodcock 

 Firstly, I would like to thank Geoff Jenkins for his dedicated assistance in helping while I was out 
of action due to health reasons. If any other club instructors are available, you are welcome to 
assist in flying training 

 John Ferguson received his silver wings just recently. Congratulations John 

 If other club members wish to improve their wing rating, please practice the required test 
procedures and approach any of our club instructors. 

Regards, Trevor Theodore 

Publicity Officer’s Report: Moved by John B. and Seconded by Graham Norris 

 We have now established strong relationships with Channel 7 and Clifton News, both of whom 
have expressed a keen interest in capturing and publishing content from our events and sharing 
these highlights with the broader community. This development is a promising step forward for 
our club and is expected to have a positive impact, including the potential to attract new 
members. 

 Our Facebook page continues to grow in strength and reach, due in large part to the dedicated 
efforts of Ray. The page has become highly active and engaging, to the extent that it has drawn 
the attention and recognition of the Model Aeronautical Association of Queensland (MAAQ). I 
have recently been contacted by MAAQ, who offered their compliments on the quality of our 
page and expressed a strong interest in sharing our content with the broader RC community. 
This represents yet another highly positive development for our club. 

 Our ANZAC day Warbirds & Classics event is fast approaching and we encourage as many 
members as possible to be present on the day and ask that you bring models to the field so that 
firstly, you have something to fly on the day and secondly, to really show the community (via 
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the Channel 7 footage and Clifton News) the excitement that our models can generate. The pit 
area filled with models would make great footage/photos to help advertise our club. 

General Business: 

 Graham has proposed a working bee to complete the installation/repair of the shade cloth over 
the pit area. It was agreed that he will liaise with John Ferguson to determine a suitable date for 
this activity, to be scheduled prior to the upcoming Warbirds & Classics event. Once the date 
and time have been confirmed, all members will be notified via email. 

 Doug welcomed Leigh Gray to address the gathering. Leigh spoke to those present regarding 
the club’s deep appreciation for the ongoing dedication and valuable contributions of our 
esteemed volunteers, Marilyn, Lyn, and Lyn. In recognition of her outstanding support, Marilyn 
was formally presented with a Certificate of Appreciation from TARMAC. 

 Ray addressed the meeting and presented an official Certificate of Appreciation from TARMAC 
to Mike Smit, in recognition of his outstanding efforts in the preparation and organisation of 
the highly successful Helicopters Over Toowoomba event, hosted by TARMAC earlier this year. 
In response, Mike expressed his gratitude and took the opportunity to inform members of a 
major helicopter event being hosted by LARCS in May. Those interested in further details are 
encouraged to speak with Mike directly, as the event promises to be another excellent 
showcase of helicopter flying. Mike also confirmed that the helicopter pilots are enthusiastic 
about returning for another event next year. 
 

 Ray once again had the pleasure of presenting Peter Love with an official Certificate of 
Appreciation from TARMAC, in recognition of his outstanding efforts in organising and 
managing the highly successful Jets Over Toowoomba event held in late February this year. 
Peter expressed his thanks to all involved and conveyed that the Queensland Turbine Flyers 
thoroughly enjoyed the weekend. He also confirmed that they are very much looking forward 
to returning and participating in the event again next year. 

 Ray expressed TARMAC’s sincere appreciation for the cooperation of all pilots who participated 
in our events this year. He commended them for the respectful and responsible manner in 
which they adhered to our local flight path and pilot box regulations. 

 Graham advised members of the club’s intention to install a mailbox at the gate of our field. 
This initiative aims to eliminate the ongoing cost of the current post office box, which receives 
very few items annually. Trevor has kindly volunteered to build the new mailbox. 
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Meeting Closed: 10:39 am 

Next Meeting: 1st June 2025 

 

 

 


